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Short Assignment 4 “Podcast”  

 

1. The core elements and features of this genre production is aural stimulation. A podcast is 

all based on the voice, specifically the voice the host/hostesses are portraying for that 

particular episode (what each podcast individually is.) For example, if you wanted 

something to be interpreted as a joke, the hostess/host would form his voice and content 

to fit that particular genre.  

2. The rhetorical situation changed for this translation because it went from a visual 

stimulation to an aural stimulation. AKA from blog to podcast. It could have the same 

exact content, but can translate much differently from person to person. For example, 

maybe there is someone who prefers visual stimulation, seeing the content and the cute 

little pictures besides it and how it is produced will make her way more susceptible to 

coming to the website again than a podcast would because to her, podcasts are boring. 

Maybe somebody likes podcasts more because there, you can put your actual emotions 

into it and have it heard the way you want it to. Because the rhetoric changes, I believe so 

does audience and everything along with it too.  

Jacqui


Jacqui


Jacqui
Well, SOUND generally, with the voice being a prominent and important sound in the mix (but NOT the only one).

But what is the core feature from YOUR GENRE PRODUCTION (SA3) that you are translating into this new genre?

Jacqui
Agreed.



3. This was a bit hard for me because I, myself am more a blogger. I am embarrassed of 

having to actually speak out loud. So this was a challenge because not only did I have to 

be forced out of my shell to even publicly speak for a podcast, but I have to correctly 

portray my voice to conform to what the content was asking of it. That was one change, 

having to come out from hiding behind words on a screen, and actually speak. I also had 

to somewhat change the content. Obviously things are going to seem longer when typing 

them, so I could be working on a 2 page paper, with so much information, but when 

actually speaking out loud, all of the content comes out within 1 minute and you are stuck 

scrambling to meet the time requirements. That is what is was like for this project, so in 

order to fill up the time requirement I had to add more information/ and or opinion 

because this is a casual podcast.  

 

Notes: 

- Be sure to keep the volume down to a little below halfway because it is very loudly and 

incoherent when played at full volume  

- I am not really sure why the first 6 seconds are silent but I really liked the rest of the 

podcast so I wanted to use this one.  

- The first 6 seconds are just me stating 

“Hello, welcome to University Food Bank Podcast. This is Vanessa Alvarez, a volunteer here.”  

 

Jacqui


Jacqui


Jacqui


Jacqui
Big challenge, and I’m happy you are pushing yourself to try something different! It can be weird and scary working with your voice in a recorded environment, and it takes lots and lots of practice to do get used to. 

Jacqui
Interesting. I always find it to be the opposite. The popular conversion guideline is 1 double-spaced page = about 2 minutes of speaking. That’s the guideline I use whenever I have to write a speech or presentation.

Jacqui
Fair enough. And thanks for the clarification. I did make note of the lack of the introduction and was going to give you feedback on it, but I’m happy you included one that just didn’t make it into the file. 



Vanessa, 

Overall, you do good-strong work for your first podcast. I think you choose appropriate content 
to include, and I love the announcements at the end! So perfect for a podcast, and a great way to 
naturally bring it to an end. Also, it lends itself to serial production. You mentioned someone 
named Will, and I was expecting him to be on the podcast to tell his story. This could be 
something to consider for revision - having a brief interview or conversation with others 
involved in the food bank (in various ways). In addition, you only use human voices to convey 
information and keep interest. Play around with using sound, particularly music, to help intro/
outro the podcast or underscore important pieces of information. Often, the use of music goes 
unnoticed because it’s a subtle part of the background. Consider how you can bring in additional 
auditory resources to help you meet your goals.  

Short Assignment 4 Rubric - 
Genre Translation

Outstanding Strong Good Adequate Inadequate

Text maintains core elements, 
features, and message of original 
genre production (Outcomes 3, 
4)

X
Effectively utilizes conventions 
of your new genre  (Outcome 1) X
Rhetorical choices appropriate 
for your new genre and 
rhetorical situation (Outcome 1) X
Organizational strategy 
appropriate to new genre and 
rhetorical situations (Outcome 3) X
Writer’s memo details core 
elements of translation, changes 
to the rhetorical situation, 
changes to text in order to 
translate into new situation and 
genre. (Outcomes 1, 3, 4)

X


